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Sz : I bave the honor to transmit herewith, for publica-
tion in bulletin form, the statistics of agriculture for the
state of Maine, taken in accordance with the provisions
of section 7 of the act of March 8, 1809. This section
requires that—

The schedules relating to agriculture shall comprehend the fol-
lowing topics: Noame of occupant of each farm, color of occupant,
venure, acreage, value of farm’'and improvements, acreage of dif-
ferent produots, guantity and velue of preducts, and number and
value of live stock. All questions as to quantity and value of crops
siall relate to the year ending December thirty-firss next preced-
ing the enumeration.

A <farm,” as defined by the Twelfth Census, includes
all the land, under one management, used for raising crops
and pasturing live stock, with the wood lots, swamps,
meadows, ete., connected therewith. It also includes the
bouse in which the farmer resides, and all other buildings
used by him in connection with his farming operations.

The farms of Maine, June 1, 1900, numbered 59,299,
and had a value of $96,502,150, Of this amount
847,142,700, or 48.9 per cent, represents the value of
buildings, and $49,859,450, or 51.1 per cent, the value of
land and improvements other than buildings. On the
same date the value of farm implements and machinery was
$8,802,720, and of live stock, $17,106,034. These values,
added to that of farms, give the ¢“total value of farm
property,” $122,410,904.

The products derived from domestic animals, poultry,
and bees, including animals sold or slaughtered on farms,
are referred to in this bulletin as <¢animal products.”
The total value of all such products, together with the
value of all crops, is termed ¢‘total value of farm prod-
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ucts.” This value for 1899 was $87,118,460, of which
amount $15,159,415, or 40.8 per cent, represents the value
of animal produects, and $21,954,054, or 59.2 per cent, the
value of orops, including forest produets. The total value
for 1899 exceeds that reported for 1889 by $15,004,240, or
68.8 per cent. A large part of this apparent increase is
doubtless duc to a more detailed enumeration in 1900 than
in 1890. Of the actual increase, the greater part hag been
in the products of market gardenms, dairies, and poultry
farms.

The value of ¢‘net farm products,” or the ¢ gross farm
income,” ig obtained by deducting from the ¢‘total value of
farm produects” the value of the products fed to live stosk on
the farms of the producers. In 1899 the roported value of
products fed was $9,847,860, leaving $27,265,609 as the
gross farm income. The percentage which this amount is
of the “‘total value of farm propervy” is referred to in the
text of the bulletin as the ** percentage of gross income upon
investment.” = Ifor Maine in 1899 it was 22.3 per cent,

As no reports of expenditures for taxes, interest, insur-
ance, feed for stock, and similar items have been obtained
by any census, no stotement of net farm income can be
gliven.

The statistics presented inm this bulletin will be treated
in greater detail in the final volume, ¢¢Statistios of Agri-
culture for the United States,” which will be published
about June 1, 1902. The present publication,is designed
to present a succinet advance statement for Maine.

Very respectfully,

L G Poper

Clief Statistician for Agriculture



- AGRICULTURE IN MAINE.
GENERAL STATISTICS.

Maine has a total land area of 29,895 square miles, of
which 9,844 square miles, or 82.9 per cent, are included in
farms. The surface consists of two great slopes, the
northern and the southern. The northern slope, compris-
ing abont one-third of the total area, iz drained by the
St. John River and its tributaries, and the southern slope
by numerous streams which flow into the Atlantic. The
broad, flat divide which separates the two slopes serves as
a natural reservoir, most of the rivers of the state having
their sources in the large lakes of this region. Some of
the lakes have outlets on both sides of the watershed..

The surface of a large part of the state is rugged and
broken. The soil of the river valleys is very productive,
but in the mountainous regions and along the seacoast it is
for the most part sterile. The Aroostook Valley, which
comprises the largest area of fertile farming land in New
England, has a deep, porous, yellow loam, especially
adapted to the growing of fruits and vegetables. The
remarkable development of this part of the state in the
past ten years is an important feature revealed by the sta-
tistics presented in this bulletin.

NUMBER AND BIZIL OF FARMS.

The following table gives, by decades since 1850, the
number of farms, the total and average acreage, and the
per cent of farm land improved. :

- Tasre L.—FARMS AND FARM ACREAGE: 1850 TO 1900.

NUMBER OF AOCRES IN FARMS.
Numb P%rfcent
. Vumber of farm
YEAR.  iof farms. Unim- land im-
Total, Improved, proved, Average. || proved,
6,299,946 || 2,386,889 | 8,913,057 106.2 37,9
6,179,925 8,044,666 | 9,185,269 99.7 49.8
8, 552, 578 3,484,908 | 3,067,670 101.9 63.2
5,838,058 || 2,917,793 | 2,920,265 97.8 50,0
8,727,671 2,704,188 | 8,023,538 102.8 47,2
4,555,893 || 2,039,506 | 2,516,707 l 97.4 44,8

The number of farms in 1900 was 12,539 greater than
in 1850, a gain of 26.8 per cent. Since 1880, however,
the number has been decreasing, the loss for the past
decade having heen 2,714 farms, or 4.4 per cent.

Except in the decade 1880-1890, the total farm acreage
has increased steadily since 1850. An increase since 1890
of 120,021 acres, accompanying the decrease in the num-
ber of farms, resulted in a gain of 6.5 acres in the average
size of farms, which was larger in 1900 than at any pre-
vious time.

The acreage of improved land increased steadily until
1880, when a marked decline began, and in 1900 the per-

centage of farm land improved was smaller than ever
before reported. This change, although less marked than
in other New England states, is doubtless due to the same
general causes, namely, the demands of a growing ecity
population for the products of special branches of agri-
cultuve, notably dairying and market gardening, and the
competition of western land in cereal production. 'The
lands which are most fertile and most easily tilled have
been retained under- cultivation and made increasingly
productive. As a result, the aggregate income derived
from meadow, orchard, and plow lands is now greater
than it was in 1860, although the acreage under cultiva-
tion is considerably less. The less fertile'lands have been
found to afford greater incomes as permanent pasturcs
than as meadow or plow lands, and each decade since 1870
has shown an increasing acreage of such land reported as
unimproved, :

FARM PROPERTY AND PRODUCTS.

Table 2 presents a summary of the principal statisties
relating to farm property and products for each census
year, beginning with 1850.

TasLe 2.—VALUES OF SPECIFIED COLASSES OF PARM
PROPERTY, AND OF FARM PRODUCTS: 1850 TO 1900

Land
Total value rade. Imple-

YEAR. of farm Iﬁggféozgd menis and | Live stock. [| T &Eféltg)fod"

property. build’ings. muachinery, .
$122,410,504 11 $96,502, 160 | $8,802,720 | $17,100, 034 || 837,118,460
| 122,847,283 98, 567,780 | B,499,413 | 18, 280, 140 22,049,220
123, 805, 039 102,857,615 | 4,048,048 | 16,409, 376 21,940,489
181,128,108 || 102,961 951 | 4,809,118 | 28,857,129 || »33}470,044
07,424, 386 78,088,625 | 3,208,827 | 15,437,608 |Joctoeer
66, 862, 031 54,861,748 | 2,284, 557 9,700, 726 ||-cccmamammne

1Tor year preceding that designated.

Values for 1870 were reported in depreciated currency. 'Po reduce to specie
basis of other figures they must be diminished one-fifth,
#Includes betterments and additions to live stocl.

The value of farm property in 1900 was nearly twice as
great as in 1850, although the gain in the decade 1890~
1900, was less than one-tenth of 1 per cent. In this
decade there was a slight decreage in the value of land,
improvements, and buildings, and algo in that of live
stock, but in the value of imploments and machinery
there was a gain of 60.1 per cent. A portion of this

increase, however, is doubtless the result of a more detailed
enumeration in 1900 than heretofore,

COUNTY STATISTICS.

Table 8 gives au exhibit of general agricultural statistics
by counties,

)
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Tapre 8.—~NUMBER AND ACREAGE OF FARMS, AND VALUES OF SPECIFIED CLASSES OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE
1, 1900, WITH VALUE OF PRODUCTS OT 1899 NOT FED TO LIVE STOCK, AND EXPENDITURES IN 1829 FOR

LABOR AND FERTILIZERS, BY COUNTIES.

NUMBER OF FARMS. AORES IN FARMS, ' VALUES OF FARM PROFERTY. EXPENDITURES.
Land and V?.lu%s of "
. and an products no
COURTILS. With improve- Tmple- fed to live Fertili-
' Total. | build- Total. |Improved.|| ments (ex- | Buildings. |ments and| Live stock. stock. Labor, P
ings. cept build- machinery. .
' ings).

The S8 commrem e 59,200 | 58,136 6,299, 046 | 2,386,880 || $49,350,450 | $47, 142,700 | 83,802,720 | $17,106,034 || $27,265,0609 || $2,6067,260 | $819, 080
Androscoggin 2,924 2,900 257, 400 125, 701 92, 897, 270 3, Dd5, 050 470, 650 906, 907 1, 574,088 170,710 46, 840
AT0OSEOONK e 6,938 6,761 193 203 389,’232 6 8(1’% 290 4 271 020 | 1,325,440 |+ 2, ?20, 671 4, 65‘.-3,169 473,000 268, 700
Cumberland, oo 9,101 b, 030 40‘4 046 148426 n .5:1 850 6 67,720 7/‘) 840 1 303,913 2,509, 406 274,100 67,480
Trranklin 2,526 2,462 393 870 154, 051 1 774, 660 1 713 200 316 300 874 136 1, OEB, 486 98,290 22,790
Hanecock 2,784 2,747 274 890 51,353 1 78.3 450 1 89a, 510 -31() 530 571 948 912,518 91,200 16,940

b, 523 5§, 249 479, 749 180, 994 4,680,350 4,846, 960 776,810 1,864,277 2,258,018 288, 260 56, 270
2,115 2,091 156,1180 47,091 1 507,890 ] 682, 720 2449, 970 4:7,548 767,607 '72 320 10, 560
2, 808 2,779 223, 0069 68,430 1, (:49,490 1 851, 050 3’4,010 582, 080 884,035 5" 290 14, 340
4,420 4,320 620, 704 198, 474 3,604,620 3 478, 880 B76, 850 1,443,731 2,000,323 181 690 45, 590
6,076 6,007 663 671 295 240 4 496 330 4 815, 340 999 020 2,011,128 2,787,258 263 690 GS 700
Piscutaquis 1,935 1,888 265, 180 104,228 1,325,180 1,882 870 310,730 632,202 858,652 85,520 24,270
Sagadahoe 1,288 1,221 116 043 39,279 973, 950 1 052 990 171, 840 299, 340 556, 006 bl,HSO 19,200
Somerset 4,122 4,068 579 301 240, 474 3,093,060 3 199 150 601, 210 1,435 ,nlﬁ) 1,868,907 186, 060 52,160
Waldo . 3,674 8,637 Bbl, 531 165,789 4,326, 690 Z 535, 680 826,710 974, 968 1,544, 808 128, 840 29,630
Washington woeee . 2,051 2,022 248 782 64,919 1,232,670 1 226, 490 278, 890 479, 714 758, 171 64,3:0 14,070
York 5 064 4,954 438 625 141,208 6,808, 810 5,045, 990 778, 890 1,827,431 2, 399, 612 225, 090 rz 140

Hor the 7 counties which reported more farms in 1900
than in 1890, the percentages of increase are as follows:
Aroostook, 12.8; Kennebec, 5.6; Androscoggin, 2.2;
Bagadahoe, 1.4; Franklin, Xnox, and Oxford each less
than 1 per cent. The counties reporting the largest rela-

tive decreages were Hancock, Washington, Waldo, and

Penobscot, the percentages being 28.4, 16.9, 10.7, and
9.2, respectively.

The portion of the total land surface included in farms
varied from 11.4 per cent in Piscataquis county to 85.2
per cent in Kennebeco county, and the average size of
farms, from 74 acres in Knox county to 156 acres in
Franklin county.

The total acreage in farms increased in the last decade
in every county except Hancock, Washington, Piscataquis,
and Somerset, which reported decreases of 10.6 per cent,
8.9 per cent, 4.0 per cent, and 0.5 per cent, 1espect1ve1y
The greatest relative increase, 9.7 per cent, occurred in
Aroostook county, which was the only county that re-
ported a larger acreage of improved land in 1900 than in
1890. In 1900 the per cent of improved farm land varied
from 18.7 in Hancock county to 49.1in Aroostook county.

All counties except Androscoggin, Aroostook, and Ox-
ford show decreases since 1890 in the value of farms.
With the exception of the increase of 48.1 per cent in
Aroostook county, and the decreases of 21.7 per cent and
20.2 per cent in Hancock and Waldo counties, respectively,
the changes were slight. The average value of farms
varied from $1,199 in Washington county to $2,144 in
York county. In the south-central part of the state the
value of the farm buildings exceeds that of the land.
Elsewhere the veverse is true, especially in Aroostook
county and in the extreme southeastern part of the state.

The value of implements and machinery increased
greatly in every county. In Aroostook county it was
more than three times as large in 1900 as in 1890. The
average value per farm ranged from $114 in Hancock
county to $191 in Aroostook county.

-The only counties in which the value of live stock
increased are Aroostook and Sagadahoc, where gains of
18.5 per cent and 1.2 per cent, respectively, were reported.
The most marked decrease occurred in Waghington county,
and amounted to 21.7 per cent.

The average value per farm of the products of 1889 not
fed to live stock ranged from $315 in Linceln county to
$656 in Aroostook county. The average value per acre
was greatest in Cumberland, where it was $6.14, and least
in Franklin, where it was $2.64.

The average expenditure per farm for labor, including
value of board furnished, varied from %21 in Lincoln
county to $68 in Aroostook county. Waldo and Wash-
ington counties each reported a smaller expenditure for
fertilizers thanin 1890. All other counties show increases,
the amounts reported by Hancock and Aroostook counties
in 1900 being three and five times, regpectively, as great
ag the amounts reported in 1890. The average expendi-
tures per farm varied from $5 in Lincoln and Knox counties
to $39 in Aroostook county. The general use of commer-
cial fertilizers in recent years in the growing of potatoes
accounts for the relatively large expenditure in the latter
county.

FARM TENURE.

Table 4 gives a comparative exhibit of farm tenure for
1880, 1890, and 1900, In Table 5 the tenure of farma for
1000 is given by race of farmer, and ‘‘farms operated by
owners” aresubdivided into groups designated as ¢‘owners, v
“part owners,” ¢‘owners and tenants,” and ¢“managers.”
These terms denote, reapectively: (1) Farms operated by
individuals who own all the land they cultivate; (2) farms
operated by individuals who own a part of the land and
rent the remainder from others; (8) farms operated under
the joint direction and by the united labor of two or more
individuals, one owning the farm or a part of it, and the
other, or others, owning no part, but rveceiving for super-
vision or labor a share of the products; and (4) farms



operated by individuals who receive for their supervision
_and other services a fixed salary from the owners.

TasLm 4.—.NUMBER AND PER CENT OF FARMS OF* SPECI-
‘ FIED TENURES: 1880 TO 1900.

NUMBER OF FARMS OPERA- | PER OENT OF FARMS OPERA-
TED BY— TED BY—
Total
YEAR. 1}uimber
Of farms. Crsh | Share Cash | Share
Owners.y oy ants, [ tenants. || OB |tenants, | tenants.
1900 i 50,200 || 68,524 | 2,080 745 95.3 3.4 13
1890 e 62,013 58, 643 1,976 1,304 94,6 3.2 2,2
1880 64,809 61! b28 1,628 1,153 .95, 7 2,5 1.8

1 Including " part owners,” ‘‘owners and tenonts,” and "mmmgers,"

TanLe 5.—FARMS OF SPECIFIED TENURES, JUNE 1, 1900,
OLASSIFIED BY RACE OF FARMER.

Total Owners
Part Man- Cash Share
RACE. O’P}:;g:; OWners.,) oy ars, te&;’fw. agers. |tenants.|tenanis,
The State_.! 59,299 64, 263 775 568 - 917 2,030 745
White e 59,270 64, 287 774 6569 916 2,029 746
Colored ___._. 29 26 1 1 b N

1TInecluding 5 Indians.

The number of farms operated by owners has decreased
5,004 since 1880, but, as the total number of farms has also
decreased, the percentage of farms operated by owners hag
not materially changed. The total number of tenant-oper-
ated farms, June 1, 1900, varied but 8 from the number
reported twenty years before. "Within the class, however,
there has been a significant change in the intervening years,
‘the number of share tenants having decreased 85.4 per
cent, while the number of cash tenants increased in a cor-
responding degreé. In 1880, 41.5 per cent of all tenants
were share tenants, while in 1900 only 26.8 per cent were
of this clags. The change in the relative number of cash
and share tenants is the result of a growing sentiment on
the part of both landlordand tenant in favor of the casli-pay-
ment system, and indicates greater independence and finan-
cial responsibility on the part of the tenant class asa whole.
Considered as evidence of agricultural progress, the signifi-
cance of this change is enhanced by the fact that the
greatest relative numbers of share tenants are found in the
most recently developed and least improved sections of
the state. In Aroostook county 42.9 per cent of all ten-
ants arve share tenants, while in Cumberland county the
corresponding per cent is but 19.7.

No previous census has reported the number of farms
operated by ‘‘part owners,” *‘owners and tenants,” or
“managers,” but it is believed that the number conducted
by the last-named class is constantly inoreasing.

$1,808.

" an average of $81,560.

OWNERSHIP OF RENTED FARMS. .

The ownership of 2,683 of the 2,775 rented farms in
Maine was ascertained by the enumerators; that of 149
was unreported. The titles to the 2,633 farms are vested
in 2,563 owners, an average of about 103 farms to every
100 owners. Of the 2,583 owners, 2,510 possess 1 farm
each; 45, 2 each; 6, 8 each; and the remaining 2 own 4
and 11 farms, respectively.

Of the 2,568 owners, 2,165, possessing 2,235 farms, re-
gide in Maine. - The owners of 1,868 of these farms livein
the counties in which their farms are located. Of the non-
resident owners 386 live in the Noxth Atlantic states; 5,
in the South Atlantic states; 14, in the North Central
states; 32, in the Western states; 1, in a South Central
gtate; and 10, in foreign countries. None of them pos-
sess more than one farm. The total value of the 398 farms
owned by these nonresidents was $719,675, an average of
This amount is so small as to make it apparent
that few, if any, of the nonresident owners derive their
support from farms in Maine.

Of the 2,775 rented farms, only 5 are worth $25,000 or
over. These 5 farms have an aggregate value of 157,800,
Eighteen rented farms are worth
between $10,000 and $25,000 each, their aggregate value
being $229,200, and their average value $12,738. The
remaining 2,752 rented farms have a total value of
$8,576,160. As the average value of these farms is but
$1,299, it is evident that the number ‘of landlords in Maine
who are supported by the incomes from their rented farms
is very small. ’

FARMS CLASSIFIED BY RACE OF FARMER AND BY TENURE.

Tables 6 and 7 present the principal statistics for farms
classified by race of farmer and by tenure.

TaBLe 6.—NUMBER AND ACREAGE OF TFARMS, AND
VALUE OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 1900, CLASSI-
FIED BY RACE OF FARMER AND BY TENURE, WITH
PERCENTAGES.

NUMBER OF AORES IN VALUE OF FARM
N FARMS, PROPERTY,
RACE OF TARMER, ber of
AND TENURE. forms, f| A P
' ver- er er
age. | Totl 1 Gen. Total. | sen,
The State. oo 59,209 | 106.2 | 6,299,946 | 100.0 |i$122, 410,904 | 100.0
White {farmers__.______.. 59,270 || 106.3 | 6,208,501 | 100.0 || 122,888,844 | 100.0
Colored farmers! ... 29 46,7 1,855 | (%) 27,060 [ (%)
OWNEIS. e 54,268 || 105.3 | 5,712,308 | 90.7 | 109, 959, 024 89.8
Part owners oo 776 || 168.7 130, 704 2.1 2,334,770 1.9
Owners and tenants 669 || 133.4 75, 910 1.2 1,614,390 1.3
Managers - .- 917 || 188.0 126, 637 2,0 3,668, 370 3.0
Cash tenants _. - 2,080 86.9 176,491 2.8 3, b6, 510 2.9
Bhare tenants ... 745 | 104.7 77,996 1.2 1,297,340 1.1

1Including 6 Indians.
2Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent,



Tasre 7.—AVERAGE VALUES OF SPECIFIED CLASSES
OF FARM PROPERTY, AND AVERAGE GROSS INCOME
PER FARM, WITH PER CENT OF GROSS INCOME ON
TOTAL INVESTMENT IN FARM PROPERTY, OCLASSI-
FIED BY RACE OF FARMER AND BY TENURE.

AVERAGE VALUES PER FARM OF—
Per cent
Farm property, June 1, 1900. “of gross
. . Gross menimne
RACE OF FARMER, income %ﬁ&g;s’.l
AND TENURE. a.%ﬁr;gn- (productsi| ment in
TOve- Imple- ol 1599 farm
P Build- | ments | Live [ motfed {propert:
(Iél}?cné‘st ings. |and ma-| stock, || toiive ||T PertY
builcE chinery. stock).
ings).

The State .. . 8832 | $795 $148 | 8289 $460 22.8
“White {810 ers_ e 833 795 148 289 460 22,8
Colored farmersi. .___ 440 333 62 108 265 28.4
OWNers. <o 808 785 147 286 457 22,6
Paxt owners . 1,844 | 1,024 231 414 743 24.7
Owners and t 1,080 | 1,082 218 477 729 25,7
Managers____ 1,885 | 1,609 228 428 598 14,8
Cash. tenants __ | 802 636 a7 207 381 18.0
Bhare tenants - 766 646 119 2214 . 876 21,6

1 Inciuding 5 Indinns,

The value of the farm property of the 24 negroes who
. operate farms in Maine is $24,915, and that of the 5 Indian
farmers, all of whom are owners, is $2,145.

Farms operated by ¢“part owners” have the largest
average area, 168.7 acres, and those operated by ¢ cash
tenants” the smallest, 86.9 acres. Of the 114 farms con-
taining 1,000 acres each or over, 99 are operated by
““owners;” 6, by ‘“managers;” 5, by ‘‘part owners;” 3,
by ¢‘share tenants;” and 1, by an ¢ owner and tenant.”

Many of the farms operated by managers are adjuncts
of public institutions. Such farms, as arule, are favorably
located and highly improved, and the average values of
the several clagses of farm property are generally larger
for this than for any other group of farms classified by
tenure. The ratio which the gross income of these farms
bears to the total value of their farm property is, however,
smaller than for the other groups. This is due to the
high average valuation of land and buildings, and to the

fact that many of these farms are not cultivated primarily

for profit. ‘
‘ FARMS OLASSIFIED BY AREA.

Tables 8 and 9, for farms classified by area, present
faots corresponding to those given in Tables 6 and 7 for
farms classified by race of farmer and by tenure.

Tapre 8.—~NUMBER AND ACREAGE OF FARMS, AND
VALUE OF*F FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 1900, CLASSI-
FIED BY AREA, WITH PERCENTAGES.

'NUMBER OF ACRES IN VALUE OF FARM
FARMS. PROPERTY.
Num-
AREA, }Jer of -

arms.
Average.| Total. CI;‘;I:C_ Total. clég%
The State aeo oo 59,299 108.2 | 6,299,946 | 100.0 ||$122,410,904 | 100.0
Under 8 acres 2.8 1,084 1y 441, 290 0.4
3 to 9 acres . 7.8 14,923 0.2 2, 484, 250 2.0
10 to 19 nexes - 14,1 40, 690 0.7 3,762, 260 8.1
20 to 49 acres .. 9,267 34.8 317, 627 5.0 || 18,181,150 | 10.7
50 10 99 acres _ 18, 644 69,6 | 1,297,764 | 20.6 | 381,386,800 | 26.7
100 to 174 ncres - 17,191 123.8 | 2,127,808  33.8 || 89,178,374 | 82.0
175 to 259 acres - 6, 662 207.0 | 1,171,767 | 18.6 i 17,899,050 | 14.2
260 to 499 acres - 2, 608 322,56 837, 86 13,3 |) 10,3801, 900 8.4
B00 to 999 acres .. ] 516 544.4 308,709 4.9 2,951, 890 2.4
1,000 acres and OVer ... 114 || 1,616.5 | 184,172 2.9 1,380, 850 1.1

L Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.

Tasig 9.—AVERAGE VALUES OF SPECIFIED CLASSES
OF FARM PROPERTY, AND AVERAGE GROSS INCOME
PER FARM, WITH PER CENT OF GROSS INCOME ON
TOTAL INVESTMENT IN FARM PROPERTY, CLASSI-
FIED BY AREA.

AVERAGE VALUES PER FARM OF—
s Per cent
Farm property, June 1, 1900. of gross
Giross incto:tlﬁ
3 income || on to
AREA. m%gq%:l- (produets mvetsy-
rove- . Imple- of 18gy || mentin
ll?nenté Build-{ ments | Live || not fed farm
(except ings. | and ma-~ | stock. || tolive [|property.
Build- chinery, gtocl ).
ings). \

The State .. e £$832 $795 $148 $280 $460 22,3
TUnder 3 acres ——mw—m---: 360 708 46 63 300 25,5
3 to 9 acres .- 391 674 60 92 176 14,4
10 to 19 acres 457 651 76 114 188 14,2
20 to 49 acres 542 625 95 156 268 18.9
B0 to 98 acres 661 667 128 227 374 2,1
100 to 174 acres - 922 170 347 548 24.0
175 to 259 acres .. 1,268 | 1,100 219 486 736 24,0
260 to 499 aCres .moooan 1,714 7 1,337 290 024 935 23.6
BOO to 999 acres ... 2,718 1 1,825 | . 3dd 785 1,194 20,8
1,000 acres and over .| 7,370 | 2,788 756 | 1,265 1,970 16.3

The group of medium-gized farms, containing from 100
to 174 acres each, comprises a larger percentage of the
total farm area and of the value of farm property than
does any other group. With the exception of slight vari-
ations in the average values of buildings on small farms,
the average values of the several forms of farm property
advance as the farms increase in size. For farms of less
than 100 acres each, the value of the buildings exceeds
that of the land and improvements other than buildings,



but for larger farms the land is more valuable than the
buildings. For the group of farms containing less than 3
acres each, the average values of farm property per acre
are relatively high, as this class includes most of the
florists’ establishments and many city dairies.

The average gross incomes per aere for the various
groups are as follows: IFarms under 3 acres, $108.82; 3
to 9 acres, $28.94; 10 to 19 acres, $18.10; 20 to 49 acres,
$7.82; 50 to 99 acres, $5.34; 100 to 174 acres, $4.42;
175 to 259 acres, $3.56; 260 to 499 acres, $2.90; 500 to
999 acres, $2.01; and 1,000 acres and over, $1.22. In
considering the high gross income per acre for farms of
less than 8 acres, it should be borne in mind that the
incomes of the florists’ establishments, nurseries, and city
dairies, of which this group is largely comyposed, are
determined not so much by the acreage of land used, as by
the amount of capital invested in buildings, implements,
and live stock, and the amounts expended for labor and
fertilizers.

| PARMS CLASSIFIED BY PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF INCOME.

Tables 10 and 11 present the leading featnres of the
statistics relating to farms classified by principal source of
ingome.

If for any farm 40 per cent of the products not fed to
live stock consists of hay and grain, the farm is desig-
nated a ‘“hay and grain” farm. Should 40 per cent of
the products consist of vegetables, the farm is designated a
““vegetable” farm. The farms of the other groups are clas-
sified in the same manner. A ¢ miscellaneous” farm is
one whose aperator does not derive his principal income
from any single class of farm products. Farms which
yielded no income in 1899 are clasgified according to the
agricultural operations upon other farms in the same
locality.

Tasre 10.—NUMBER AND ACREAGE OF FARMS, AND
VALUE OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE I, 1900, CLASSI-
FIED BY PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF INCOME, WITH
PERCENTAGRES.

NUMBER OF AURES IN VALUE OF FARM
) ‘N FARMS. PROPERTY.
FRINOIPAL SOURCE OF | 0000
> INCOML. farms P P

' g 24 P er

Avernge.| Total. cent, Total, cent.
The State .. coonoao 59, 299 106.2 | 6,209,946 | 100.0 |$122,410,904 | 100.0
Hay and grain ... 7,453 97.b 728,661 | 11.6 13,601,110 | 1l.1
Vegetables oo 5,263 101, 8 585, 611 8.5 12,409,818 | 10.1
Troib cean 651 64, 2 35,404 0.6 1,075,509 0.9
Livestock ... 15,048 102,11 1,637,083 | 24.4 28,978,048 1 28,7
Dairy produce...... 17,740 100.6 | 1,785,286 | 28,4 38,761,782 { 38L.7
Flowers and plants 66 9.6 626 %1; 208,2 0.2
Nursery products-. " 16 8.4 1,264 1 84,940 0.1
Miscellaneous wuvavmu—| 13,163 127.5 | 1,678,022 | 26,6 27,216,542 | 92,2

1Less than one—tenth of 1 per cent,

TasLe 11.—AVERAGE VALUES OF SPECIFIED CLASSES
OF FARM PROPERTY, AND AVERAGE GROSS INCOME
PER FARM, WITH PER CENT OF GROSS INCOME ON
TOTAL INVESTMENT IN FARM PROPERTY, CLASSI-
FIED BY PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF INCOME.

AVERAGE VALUES PER FARM OF—
Per cent
Farm property, June 1, 1800, of gross
A Qross || income
PRINCIPAL SOUROE OF income || on total
Laud ‘ {products| Invest-
and im- Tmple- of 1899 || ment in
D onts |Buila-| ments | Live |l notfed | farm
(except ings. | and ma- { stock. || toliye ||Property.
T _ | chinery. stock),
ings),
The State..———- 832 | §79% §148 | $280 8460 22.3
Hay and grain 891 735 86 113 254 13.9
Vegetables ... <L 1,087 747 205 819 781 31.0
Frait ... N 810 874 113 155 351 18.0
Live stock. .- — 710 760 1dd 312 427 22,2
Dairy produce .aeo—__| 825 859 157 343 476 217
Flowersand plants... 1,898 { 2,838 209 67 2,181 48.3
Nursery produets__.—... 8,426 | 1,476 359 80 2,988 56.3
Miseellanieous. .. 840 790 166 282 478 23,1

Ounly about one-half of the 7,453 ‘s‘hay and grain” farms
report any domestic.animals, and many report no crops ex-
cept small quantities of hay or grain. These facts explain
the relatively small percentage of gross income shown in
Table 11 for farms of this group.

For the several classes of farms the average values per
agre of products not fed to live stock are: XFlowers and
plants, $226.84; nursery products, $38.13; vegetables,
$7.18; fruit, $5.45; dairy produce, $4.72; live stock,
$4.18; miscellaneous, $3.75; hay and grain, $2.60.

The wide variations in the averages and percentages of
gross income are largely due to the fact that in computing
gross income no deductions are made for expenses involved
in operation. For floriste’ establishments, nurseries, and
market gardens the average expenditure for such items as
labor and fertilizers represents a far larger percentage of
the gross income than in the case of ‘‘hay and grain,”
“live stock,” or ¢‘miscellancous” farms. If it were pos-
sible to present the average net incomes, the variations
shown would be comparatively light.

FARMS CLASSIFIED BY REPORTED VALUE OF PRODUCTS NOT
FED TO LIVE S8TOCK.

Tables 12 and 18 present data relating to farms classi-
fied Dby the reported value of products not fed to live stock.



Tasre 12.—NUMBER AND ACREAGE OF FARMS, AND
VALUE OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 1900, CLASSI-
TIED BY REPORTED VALUE OF PRODUCTS NOT FED
TO LIVE STOCK, WITH PERCENTAGES.

NUMBER OF AOURES IN VALUB OF FARM
TFARMS, PROPERTY.
VALUE OF PRODUCTS | Num-
NOT FED TO LIVE i}Jer of
STOOK, arms. Per Per
Average.! Total, cent, Total. cent.
The State... .- 59,299 106.2 | 6,209,946 | 100,0 |[5122,410,904 | 100.0
_______________________ 266 34.6 9, 154 0,2 205, 870 0.2
81 to §49 - 1,842 20.1 e | 11 1,636,920 | 1.8
$60 to $99 __ -| 3,886 48,8 189 466 3.0 3,787,910 | 8.1
$100 to $249 ... -1 16,215 69.0 | 1, 118, 265 | 17.8 11 21,085,800 | 17.2
$260 to $499 - -1 19,414 103.0 | 1,999,205 | 317 76,313,420 | 29.6
2500 to $909 ___ | 12,782 143.8 ],831 449 | 29,1 || 35,856,810 | 28.9
£1,000 to §2,400___ - 4,436 207.5 920,687 1 14.6 || 19,809,790 | 16,2
$2.500 and Over ... 508 314.6 169,818 2.5 4,264,794 3.5

cattle and sheep by age and sex.” The new classification
permits a’'very close comparison with the figures pub-
lished in previous census reports.

Table 14 presents a summary of live-stock statistics.

Tasre 14.—NUMBER OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS, FOWLS,
AND BEES ON PFARMS, JUNE 1, 1900, WITH TOTAL
AND AVERAGE VALUES, AND NUMBER OF DOMESTIC
ANIMALS NOT ON FARMS.

Tasue 13.—AVERAGE VALUES OF SPRECIFIED CLASSHES
OF FARM PROPERTY, AND AVERAGE GROSS INCOME
PER FARM, WITH PER CENT OF GROSS INCOME ON
TOTAL INVESTMENT IN TFFARM PROPERTY, CLASSI-
I‘IDD BY REPORTED VALUE OF PRODUOTS NOT TED

O LIVE STOCK.
AVERAGE VALUES PER FARM OF--
0 s N Per cent
Farm property, June 1, 1900, . of gross
VALUE OF PRODUCTS Gross || income
NOT FED ™0 LIVE | Tand income |l o1 t"tt’f_l
STOOK. and im- Impl (prf(-) ?gé%ts ﬁﬁgﬁ;sin
prove | puilg. ments | Live || notfed || fam
( exaant | 1088 |and ma- | stock, || tolive ||Property.
P chinery. stoek). {f -
mgs)
$332 8795 £148 $289 $460 22,3
v 307 334 37 k|
863 435 371 54 32 8.7
401 455 44 75 75 7.7
527 549 80 141 178 13.7
724 742 187 267 865 18.5
1,105 ¢ 1,020 215 437 694 26,0
1,881 1 540 347 689 1,422 218
$2,600 and OVer e ue.. 4,011 2 597 613 | 1,174 3,560 42,3

The absence of income in the first group is due in part
to the inability of the enumerators to secure complete
reports for certain farms where changes in proprietorship
had ocourred shortly prior to the date of enumeration.
Frequently the persons in charge of such farms, June 1,
1900, could not give definite information concerning the
products of the preceding year. The same statement is also
true of some of the farms with reported incomes of less than
$100. To this extent the reports fall short of giving a
complete exhibit of farm income in 1899. Some of the farms
reporting little or no income are doubtless summer homes
or country estates held for pleasure and not for profit.

LIVE STOCK.

At the request of the various live-stock associations of
the country, a new classification of domestic animals was
adopted for the census of 1900. The age grouping for
neat cattle was determined by their present and prospective
relations to the dairy industry and the supply of meat prod-
ucts, Horses and mules are classified by age, and neat

ON FARMS, gi;lug?
LIVE STOOK. Age in years,
Num- Averagell Num-
ber, Value. [“yolue, || “ber
Calves Under 1 ... 61,794 | $411,104 $6. 65 1,522
SERES e e 1 andunder 2. 15,508 218,768 14,11 896
Steers . Sandunderd_ || 11,156 266, 452 28,88 174
Steers e e gand over....|| 11,442 582, 828 50,94 168
Bully 1 and over....| 6,095 152, 984 21,87 82
Heffers oo oo, 1 and ander 2. 45,877 621, 854 13, 54 1,179
Cows Lkept for mille ___.__| 2 and over.. 178,592 | B, 060, 048 20,16 || 11,96
Cows and heifers nob | 2 and over. 12,483 272,017 21,79 146
keptiormilk.
ColtS e Under1 _____.| 2,834 78, 587 27,71 166
Horses .. 1 and under 2_ 3, 950 201, 48 50. 96 165
Horses .__. 2 and over-_..|i 99,610 | 6,778,904 68.12 || 83,690
Mule colts Underl ... 92 2, 675 29.08 8
Mules ... 1 and under 2. 21 46,19 1
2 and over-... 240 15, 885 66,19 41
-|"All ages 48 7691 16,02 18
Lam | Under 1 187,908 | - 364,406 2,17 2,045
bheep (BWES) e 1and over..__ 240 717 709, 720 2,95 4,820
ShLe])) {ramg and weth- | 1 and over.... 11 496 42, 057 3,66 228
e18).
SWINE oo e e s e All ages ... 79,018 516,016 6.58 9,645
Gonts All ages 279 1,091 8,91 36
Fowls:1
8111({1(3115 2 1, 56%, ggg
urkeys, B ~
Geese D R e
Ducks. 9,708
Bees (swarms of) - )] 10, 857 51, 459 [0 70| ——
Value of all live stoelk ‘17, 106, 084 [.mmmaeee {|--mm-

1 The number reported is of fowls over 3 months old. The value is for all,
old and young,
2 Including Guines {owls.

The total value of alllive stock on farms was $17,108,034,
Of this amount 41.8 per cent represents the value of
horses; 29.6 per cent, that of dairy cows; 14.8 per cent,
that of other neat cattle; 6.5 per cent, that of sheep.; 4.4
per cent, that of poultry; 8.0 per.cent, that of swine; and
0.4 per cent, that of all other live stock.

As in the other New England states, the value of steers
3 years old and over is comparatively high, this class in-
cluding the valuable working oxen still used in some parts
of the state. The number of these animals is rapidly
decreasing. In 1850, 83,898 working oXen were reported ;
in 1860, 79,79%; in 1870, 60,530; in 1880, 43,049; in
1890, 38,105, In 1900 the total number of steers over 2
years old was only 92,598, and it is p]obable that many of
these were not working oxen. .

No reports were received concerning the value of live
stock not on farms, but it is probable that such animals
have higher average values than those on farms. Allow-
ing the same averages, however, the total value of all live
stock in the state, exclusive of the poultry and bees not on
farms, is approximately $19,897,000,

" CHANGES IN LIVE STOCK ON FARMS.

The following table shows the changes since 1850 in the
number of the most important domestic animals.



Tasrn 15.—NUMBER OF SPRCIFIED DOMESTIC ANIMALS
ON FARMS: 1850 TO 1900,

. Dairy Gther Mules
YEAR. cows neat Horses. | and | Sheep.! |Swine,
. cattle, LITEN
165,255 | 106,299 401 | 262,218 )\ 79,018
141,882 | 109,156 278 1 370,484 91,297
183,576 87,848 208 | 565,918 1 74,869
203,802 | 71,514 386 | 484,666 | 45,760
1860 o] 147,314 229,619 | 60,687 104 | 452,472 | 54,783
1850 188,556 | 200,783 | 41,721 55| 451,577 | b4,598

1 Lambs not included.

With the exception of the decade 1860-1870 the number
of dairy cows has increased steadily for fifty years, the
gain in the last decade having been 16,814, or 10.4 per
cent. The number of ¢ other neat cattle” given for 1900
includes 61,7984 calves. It is uncertain whether calves
were included with ‘“neat cattle” in census reports prior
to 1900. If not, their number in that year should be
deducted when making comparisons with reports for pre-
vious years, in which case a decrease would be shown for
the lagt decade in the number of ¢ other neat cattle’ cor-
responding with that shown for each succeeding decade
- sinee 1860.

The number of horses more than doubled from 1850 to
1890, but in the last decade there was a small decrease,
" The number of sheep remained nearly constant until 1880,
gince which date there has been a rapid decrease, amount
ing in the last ten years to 31.9 per cent. Between 1850
and 1890 the number of swine fluctuated slightly with a
general upward tendency, but in the last decade there was
a decrease of 18.4 per cent.

In comparing the poultry report for 1900 (see Table 14)
with that for 1890, it should be borne in mind that in 1900
the enumerators were instructed not to report fowls
less than 8 months old, while in 1890 no such limita-
tion was made. This fact explains, in. part, the de-
creage shown in the number of all kinds of fowls except
chickens, and the smallness of the increase shown for
these fowls. Compared with the figures for 1890, the
- present census shows decreases in the number of fowls as
follows: Ducks, 64.0 per cent; turkeys, 57.8 per cent;
and geese, 37.2 per cent. The number of chickens in-
creased 10.9 per cent,

AMIMAL PRODUCTS.

Table 16 is a summarized exhibit of the animal products
of agriculture.

8

| Taprm 16.—QUANTITIES AND VALUES OF SPECIFIED
" ANIMAL PRODUCTS, AND VALUES OF POULTRY
RAISED, ANIMALS SOLD, AND ANIMALS SLAUGH-
TERED ON FARMS IN 1899.

PRODUOCTS. Unit of measure. Quantity. Value,

Wool Pounds 1,478,018 18
Mohair and goat hair Pounds ’ '105 53 ’5%
Milk Gallons. .. ... 199,586,188 :
Butter Pounds- 16,174,173-|; 8,182,344
Cheese Pounds 425,102
Eges ... Dozens 13,304,161 | 2,038,225
Poultry 055, 468
Honey Pounds 200, 080, 34, 4
Wax Pounds 6,570 1461
Animals sold.. 2,871,717
Animals slaughtered 1,258,604

Total 15,159, 415

1 Inciudes &ll milk produced.

The animal products of the state in 1899 were valued at
$15,159,415, or 40.8 per cent. of the value of all farm
products and 55.8 per cent of the gross farm income. Of
the above amount, 54.0 per cent represents the value of
dairy products; 23.9 per cent, that of animals sold and of
animals slaughtered on farms; 19.8 per cent, that of
poultry and eggs; and 2.8 per cent, that of wool, mohair,
honey, and wax.

DAIRY PRODUCE.

The steady growth of population in Maine and the in-
creasing popularity of its summer resorts have largely
increased the demand for dairy produce in this state, The
present importance of this industry is shown by the fact
that in 1899 the proprietors of 17,740 farms, or 29.9 per
cent of the farms of the state, derived their principal in-
come from dairy produce. The production of milk in
1899 was 41,816,897 gallons greater than in 1889, a gain
of 71.8 per cent. The census of 1890 secured no report
of the quantity of milk sold, but since 1880 there has been
a gain of 829.5 per cent. In every county except Andros-
coggin, the quantity of milk sold in 1899 was more than
three times as great as that sold in 1879.

Qf the $8,182,344 given in Table 16 as the value of all
dairy products in 1899, $2,561,239, or 31.8 per cent, rep-
resents the value of such products consumed on the farms
of the producers, and $5,621,105, or 88.7 per cent, the
amount realized from sales. Of the latter sum, $2,278,122
was derived from the sale of 15,979,008 gallons of milk;
$2,27¢,487, from 11,080,091 pounds of butter; $1,028,752,
from 9,810,788 .gallons of cream; and .$41,794, from
.865,986 pounds of cheese.




While the quintity of butter made on farms has in-
creased since 1890, that of cheese has rapidly decreased,
the production of 1899 being little more than one-half that
of 1889 and less than one-fifth that of 1849. The transfer
of cheese making from the farm to the factory explains
the decrease.

POULTRY AND EGGS. -

Of the $2,998,603 given as the total value of the prod-
ucts of the poultry industry in 1899, 68.1 per cent repre-
sents the value of eggs, and 31.9 per cent that of poultry
raised. The number of dozens of eggs increased 41.8 per
cent in the last decade. : '

WOOL,

The northern counties report a larger total production
of wool than the southern counties, but show a much
smaller number of fleeces per square mile, The produc-
tion of wool increased steadily from 1850 until 1880, in
which year 2,776,407 pounds were reported. Since that
date there has been a steady decreage, amounting in the
last decade to 20.7 per cent. The average weight of fleeces
was 5.8 pounds in 1890 and 5.7 pounds in 1900.

HORSES AND DAIRY COWS ON SPECIFIED CLASSES OF FARMS.

Table 17 presents, for the leading groups of farms, the
number of farms reporting horses and dairy cows, the total
number of these animals, and the average number per farm.
In computing the averages presented, only those farms
which report the kind of stock under consideration ave
included. » ‘

Tasrw 17.—HORSES AND DAIRY COWS ON SPECIFIED
OLASSES OF FARMS, JUNE 1, 1900.

HORSES. DAIRY COWS,
OLASSES, Tarms Average || Farms Average
repori-{ Number. per report-| Number. per
ing. farm. ing. farm,

Total cormvee 49,576 1 106,299 2,1 | 49,161 | 178,592 8.b
‘White farmers ______... 49,554 | 106,267 2.1 || 49,148 | 178,563 3.5
Colored farmers -.——.__ 2 32 L5 13 29 2,2
Ownersl e 46,996 | 100,274 2.1 1| 46,680 | 164,768 3.5
Managers .__ - byt 2,007 3.5 654 , 020 5.6
Cash. tenants.._ | 1,457 2,884 2.0 1,361 4,083 3.0
Share tenants . aoc.ae-n 545 1,134 2.1 857 1,736 3.1
Under 20 8Cres ... 4,637 L4 2,921 4,520 1.5
20 10 99 ACres. au 38,939 1.8 || 22,684 59, 865 2.6
100 10 174 acresas. 36, 076 2.3 | 15,459 62, 529 4,0
176 t0 29 acres.___ 15,209 2.8 5, 250 28,386 6.4
260 acres and over 11,538 3.81 2,947 18, 792 6.4
‘Hayand grain_________ 7,142 2.2 ] 2,246 4,761 2.1
Vegetable 18,001 2.7 4,108 11,463 2.8
Fraft e 650 ~1.8 242 648 2.7
Live stoek __ 27,098 2.0 || 18,100 39,671 3.0
DILY e 33,199 2.1 1| 17,740 83,293 4.7
Miscellaneous? ... 25,119 2.1 1 11,725 83,766 2,9

IIncluding ** part owners” and ‘*owners and tenants.”
2 Including florists’ establishments and nurseries, and 1 tobacco farm,

CGROPS.
The following table gives the statistics of the principal
crops grown in 1899,

Tasre 18.—ACREAGES, QUANTITIES, AND VALUES OF
THE PRINCIPAL FARM CROPS IN 1899.

oROPS, Acres Umtgfemeus- Quantity. [ Value,
Corn 16,856 | Bushels. ... 645, 040 $326, 824
Wheat 6,667 | Bushels ..o 116,720 107,396
Qats 108,661 | Bushels. ... 3,799,435 1,974,573
BATIEY e e s 8,809 | Bushels.ao| 252, 850 137,448
Rye 611 | Bushels. ... 9,200 6,126
Buckwhent. 25,292 | Bushels ... 468, 320 185, 836
Tlaxseed ___ Bushels . ___ 18 £
Clover seerl Bushels 519 2, 956
Grass seed - Bushels 417 854
Hay and forage ——sooeoooes| 1,270,264 | TONS e 1,186,774 | 10,641,546
Tohacco 1 Pounds - 150 14 .
Hops 1 Pounds.._ 60
PeANULS e e Bushels_...__., 22 46
Dry beans 10,252 | Bushels._.____ 137,290 290, 88
Dry pense 2,800 | Bushels_ .o 35, 491 44,618
Potdatoes 71,7056 | Bushels..._.._| 9,813,748 8,711,999
ONIONS e e 168 | Bushels._..__.| 44,489 38,160
Chicory oo - 29 | Pounds ....| 64, 820 217
Miscellaneous vegetables ... 19,844 1,207,075
Maple sugar Pound 5,500 643
Maple sirap Gallons 16, 024 15,280
Small frodts e 1,086 e[ 157,679
Gum 251 | Centals oo 2,758 37,584
Orct hard froits. e 2117,822 | Bushels..___. 1,438,919 4833, ggg
uts. b

Torest products 2,652, 249
Towers and piants ... 71 165,131
Seeds 6 3,082
Nursery produets e 106 46, 207
Miscellatieous 5,371

Tote] o oo 1,660,108 21,954, 064

1T,es3 than 1 acre.

2 Ystimated from number of vines or {raes.
8Ineluding value of raising, wine, ete,
4Including value of cider, vinegar, ete.

Of the total value of crops, hay and forage contributed
48.5 per cent ; vegetables, including potatoes and onions,
22.6 per cent; forest produocts, 12.1 per cent; cereals, 9.7
per cent; fruits and nuts, 4.5 per cent; and all other
products, 2.6 per cent.

Owing to a more favorable season, the yield per acre of
most crops in 1899 was greater than in 1889. The season
of 1899 was especially favorable to the growing of potatoes,
the yield per acre having been 136.7 bushels while in 1889
it was but 105.8 bushels. The average yield per acre of
hay and forage was 0.9 ton, and the average values, $9.36
per ton and $8.38 per acre. The acreage devoted to hay
and forage was 76.5 per cent of the total area in crops, but
yielded ounly 48.5 per cent of the total receipts. The
average values per acre of other crops were as follows:
Flowers and plants, $2,185; nursery products, $456;
onions, $227 ; small fruits, $152; grapés, $149 ; miscella-
neous vegetables, $61; potatoes, $52; cereals, $18; and
orchard fruits, §7. 'The crops yielding the highest returns
per acre were grown upon very highly improved land.
Their production required a relatively great amount of
labor and large expenditures for fertilizers.
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CEREALS.
Table 19 is an exhibit of the changes in cereal produc-
tion since 1849. :
Tasie 19.,—ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION OF CEREALS:
1849 TO 1899,
Pant 1—ACREAGE.

. Buck- '
YEARD Barley. | yhent. Corn. Qats. Rye. ‘Wheat.

8,809 | 25,202 16, 866 108, 661 611 6, 667

11,972 22, 305 10, 891 121, 612 791 fl, 116

11,106 20,185 80, 997 78,785 2,161 43,829

1No statistics of acreage were secured prior to 1879,
PARrT 2.—BUSHELS PRODUCED.

252,850 | 468,820 | 645,040 | 3,799,485 ( 9,290 | 116,720
236,262 | 466,411 | 380,662 | 3,663,909 6,664 | 79,826
202,187 | 852,701 | 060,683 | 2,265,675 | 26,308 | 663,714
653,816 | 466,035 | 1,080,888 | 2,351,854 | 84,115 | 278,798
802,108 | 239,510 | 1,546,071 | 2,938,030 [ 123,287 | 283,878
151,781 | 104,523 | 1,750,086 | 2,181,037 | 102,916 | 296,250

The development of agriculture in the southern part of
Maine during the past fifty years has been attended by
changes similar to those noted in other New HEngland
states, namely, a steady growth in the importance of
dairying and market gardening, and a marked decrease in
the acreage devoted to cereals.

In the northern part of the state, where agriculture has
been more recently developed, very different conditions
prevail. The distance from city markets, while retarding
the development of special branches of hushandry, has
favored general farming, and the production of such cereals
as are adapted to the soil and climate has been steadily
and rapidly increasing for several decades. This is espe-
cially true in Aroostook county, where the total area in
cereals increased 87,116 acres, or 82.6 per cent, from 1879
to 1899, while for the remainder of the state there was a
decrease of 57,283 acres, or 40.3 per cent. In 1880
Aroostook county reported 24.0 per cent of the total
acreage in cereals; in 1890, 88.5 per cent; and in 1900,
49.2 per cent, or approximately one-half.

Of the total area in cereals in 1899, 65.1 per cent was
devoted to oats; 15.1 per cent, to buckwheat; 10.1 per
cent, to corn; 5.8 per cent, to barley; 4.0 per cent, to
wheat; and 0.4 per cent, to rye.

Most of the barley is raised in the southern counties,
and the total acreage of this grain deereased 26.4 per cent
in the Iast decade. 'The northern counties of Aroostook,
Penobscot, and Piscataquis show a gain of 48.7 per cent,
while all others show decreases.

In 1900, 83.7 per cent of the total area devoted to buck-
wheat wag in Aroostook county, and 12.7 per cent in the
other 3 northern counties. The gain of 12.9 per cent in
the last ten years in the acreage of this grain has resulted
entirely from the increases in these 4 counties,

The northern'counties report very little corn, Aroostook
county ounly 27 acres, but in all others there were substan-
tial increases in the last decade, amounting to 54.8 per
cens for the state.

Aroostook county reports 48.4 per cent of the total
acreage in oats, and Penobscot and Somerset counties,
29.7 per cent. For the lagt decade Aroostook shows a
gain of 16,885 acres, or 47.8 per cemt, but all other
counties show decreases, resulting in a net loss for the
state of 10.6 per cent.

Very little attention is given to rye. Aroostook county
reports 58.6 per cent of the produst and shows a gain in
the last decade of 102.8 per cent. Oxford county, which
reported 54.9 per cent of the total acreage in 1890, reports
but 5.4 per cent in 1900. .

The area in wheat in Aroostook county increased from
1,010 acres in 1889 to 5,759 acres in 1899. TFor the
balance of the state there was a decrease from 2,206 to
908 acres. In 1889 Aroostook county had 46.4 per cent
of the acreage devoted to this grain, and in 1899, 86.4 per
cent. The gain for the state was 62.0 per cent.

The acreage given for cereals does not include 14,219
acres of grain cut green for hay, nor 12,494 acres devoted
t0 ecorn, nonsaccharine sorghum, and similar erops, grown
for forage or ensilage.

ORCHARD FRUITS.

The changes in orvchard fruite since 1890 ave shown in
the following table:

TaBLE 20,.—0RCHARD TREES AND FRUITS: 1800 AND 1900.

NUMBER OF TREES. BUSHELS CF ¥RUIT.
FRULTS,
1900. 1890. 1899. 1889,
Apples 4,184,781 | 8,003,100 {| 1,421,773 38,071,471
APTICOTS wm e 84 1886 3
CHEITIES oo emcc e et 11,597 10, 686 1,550 864
Peaches 9,592 1,607 1,895 17
Pears . 39,902 84,331 11,200 13,141
Plumms 8110 PLUNeS o eeomeme 29,001 14,394 2,282 1,201

The value of the orchard products of 1899 was $833,684.
The counties whose orchard products were valued at over
$50,000 were: York, $150,297; Cumberland, $94,08%;
Kennebec, $80,901; Penobscot, $70,486; Androscoggin,
$66,183; Oxford, $65,925 ; and Waldo, $63,826.

In 1890, 98.0 per cent, and in 1800, 97.9 per cent of all
fruit trees in the state were apple trees. .All counties
report increases since 1890 in the number of trees, the
rate of gain for the state being 39.83 per cent. The
greatest relative gain was in Aroostook county. In 1899
there were manufactured on farms 11,906 barrels of eider,
2,161 barrels of vinegar, and 26,170 pounds of dried:
fruit. .

Very little attention is given to apricots. The number
of cherry trees has increased slightly, but many counties
ghow decreases. TPeach and nectarine trees arve few in
number, thongh a large percentage of gain is reported in
all parts of the state. A large percentage of the pear
trees reported are in the southwestern counties. 'The
gain of 16.2 per cent for the state is, however, quite gen-
erally distributed, the only marked decreases being in
Cumberland and Franklin counties. Plum and prone



trees have more than doubled in number, the only counties
reporting - losses being .Androscoggin, Franklin, and
Oxford. In addition to the trees given in Table 20,
unclassified fruit trees to the number of 8,244 are reported,
with a yield of 219 bushels of fruit.

The quantity of fruit produced in any year iz deter-
mined largely by the nature of the season. Consequently,

comparisons between the crop of 1889 and that of 1899

have little significance, as in the latter year there was only
about one-third of a crop of the most important fruits.

SMALL FRUITS.

The total area used in the cultivation of small fruits in
1899 was 1,086 acres, distributed among 4,577 farms.
'T'he value of the fruits grown was $157,679, an average
of $34.45 per farm. Of the total area, 512 acres, or 49.4
per cent, were devoted to strawherries, the total produc-
tion of which was 1,066,860 quarts, grown principally in
the southern counties. The acreage and production of
other berries were as follows: Blackberries and dew-
berries, 151 acres and 164,800 quarts; cranberries, 90
seres and 1,554 bushels; currants, 32 acres and 87,080
auarts; gooseberries, 30 acres and 41,230 quarts; rasp-
berries and Logan berries, 181 acres and 214,700 quarts;
and other berries, 90 acres and 102,040 quarts.

VEGETABLES.

The value of all vegetables grown in the state in 1899,
including potatoes and onions, was $4,957,284. Of this
amount, 74.9 per cent represents the value of potatoes.
This important crop was reported by 49,548 farmers, or
88.6 per cent of the total number in the state. It is rela-
tively of greatest importance in Aroostook county, where
the natural fertility of the soil and the presence of a
uumber of starch factories render the crop an especially
profitable one. In 1890 this county reported 83.5 per cent
of the total acreage, and in 1900, 58.5 per cent. The
average area per farm devoted to potatoes in 1899 was 6.6
acres for Aroostook county, and but 0.7 acre for the
remainder of the state. The acreage of potatoes in Aroos-
took county in 1899 constituted 10.8 per cent of the total
improved land; the average yield per acre was 154.1
bushels, while for the rest of the state it was but 112.3
bushels. Aside from the land devoted to potatoes and
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onions, 19,844 acres were used in the growing of miscel-
laneous vegetables. Of this area the products of 9,541
acres were notreported in detail.  Of the remaining 10,303
acres, concerning which detailed reports were received,
8,252 acres were devoted to sweet corn; 594, to cabbages;
405, to turnips; 228, to cucumbers; 165, to green pease;
162, to tomatoes; and 502 to other vegetables.

FLORICULTURE. )

The proprietors of 656 of the 93 establishments where
flowers are grown for the market make commercial flori-
culture their principal business. They have invested a
capital of $298,266, of which $128,875 represents the value
of land; $151,940, that of buildings; $18,610, that of
implements; and $4,830, that of live stock. In 1899 they
raised flowers and plants valued at $134,232 and other
products valued at $8,910, making a total product of
$148,142 or $229.03 for each of the 625 acres used.
During the same year they expended $2,880 for fertilizers

-and $39,515 for Igbor.

These 65 florists’ establishments have 653,861 square
feet of glass surface, equivalent to 490,396 square feet of
land under glass. In additiom, 181 farms have 698,714
square feet of land under glass, making the total for the
state, 1,184,110 square feet.

LABOR AND FERTILIZERS,

The total expenditure for labor on farms in 1899, inclnd-
ing the value of board furnished, was $2,667,260, an
average of $45 per farm. -The average was highest on the
most intensively cultivated farms, being $789 for nurseries,
%608 for florists’ establishments, $88 for market gardens,
$47 for dairy farms, $45 for fruit farms, $35 for -live-stock
farms, and $31 for hay and grain farms. Managers
expended, on an average, $166; owners, $43; share
tenants, $85; and cash tenants, $34 per farm. White
farmers expended $45 per farm, and colored farmers $13.

Fertilizers purchased in 1899 cost $819,880, an average
of $14 per farm, and an increase since 1890 of 79.6 per
cent. The average expenditure was greatest for nurseries
and least for hay and grain farms, the amounts being $152
and $6, respectively. For vegetable farms the average
was $52; for florists’ establishments, $44 5 for fruit farms,
$10; for dairy farms, $11; and for live-stock farms, $9.



